
 

The American Legion, Post 22 

Membership Meeting - Minutes 

February 26th, 2025, at 6 P.M. moved from previous week due to inclement weather.  

Opening Ceremonies (Commander) (6 P.M.). 

• Post and salute the Colors 

• Chaplain offers prayer (remove cap) 

• POW/MIA empty chair (Sergeant-at-Arms) 

• Pledge of Allegiance (re-cover cap upon completion) 

• Recite Preamble of Constitution of The American Legion 

• Roll call to determine if quorum is present (min of 10 members): There were ? members/guests 
in attendance. 

Follow with officer roll call:        Present/Absent/ Excused 

a. Commander (R. Skjoldal)  X      
b. 1st Vice Commander (D. Dosch)  X 
c. 2nd Vice Commander (R. Jendry)  X 
d. Adjutant (D. Harris)   X    
e. Finance Officer (P. Rodriguez)   X X  
f. Chaplain (K. Donnell)   X 
g. Historian (J. Miller)     X X   
h. Sergeant-at-Arms (A. Anable)   X    

• Minutes of previous meeting – Electronically posted on website: 
https://www.alpost22rcsd.com/mtg-minutes-etc (Adjutant)  

• Introduction of guests and prospective new members (Applicable host) 
o New members:   

• Bill Gedrose served with the USA for 21 years-isn’t actually a member of Post 
22 so if anyone knows him, please ask him to contact Doug Harris at 970-231-
8556; Patrick Smith, Air Force and now works for BHE; Charles Hook, USAF for 
22 years and is now retired. 

o Guests:   

• Members of the Black Hills Sports Inc. leadership team were present to receive 
our annual donation to Post 22 Baseball (sponsorship).  Tolsma introduced the 
group and described what they were here for. 

o Presentations: 

• Present a “big” check to Black Hills Sports Inc., for $2,500.00 to sponsor Post 22 
Baseball. 

• Present a “big" check to Don Fuller from 40&8 for $500.00 to support their 
Nursing Scholarship program. 

about:blank


• Financial Report (Harris) as of: 2/26/2025 

o Business Account (Rodriguez): $. 

o Membership Acct:  $ (Regular membership deposits/withdrawals; transferred $2,000 to 

pay down loan). 

o Benevolence Acct:  $ (Deposit from Business Acct. of $500; Debit of $500 to 40&8, $300 

to SDAL Children & Youth, and $250 to SDAL VAVs Fund – all donations and not yet 

reflected; transferred $3,000 to business loan to pay down on principle). 

o Americanism Acct:  $ (Deposit from Business Acct. of $500; Transfer $750 to Scholarship 

Acct.; debit of $2,500 for Black Hills Sports Inc. – not yet reflected; debit of $250 to Black 

Hills Area Council for Scouting – not yet reflected). 

o SAL Acct:  $ (Deposit $600 from donation for RCAS School Lunch program; no debits). 

o Honor Guard: $ (Deposit $2,011 from fundraising; Debits of $33.53 for phone bill). 

o Scholarship Sav Acct: $ (Transfer in $750 from Americanism for Oratorical Scholarship 

winner Blixa Broussard). 

o Capital Improvements Savings: $ ($1,000 deposited from Business Acct. and $595 from 

Queen of Hearts; Transferred $5,000 to pay down loan). 

o Loan: ($) (Pd $2,429.47 on loan in February; Pd down $10,000 on principle in February 

[$5,000 from Savings, $3,000 from Benevolence, and $2,000 from membership 

accounts]). Goal is to have it paid off by the end of June or July. 

o Executive Committee update: 

• February meeting was held on the 8th at 0900 (1 wk early due to Midwinter 
meetings): 

• Your EC members approved several donations to local and SDAL 
charities. Total of $3,800. 

• Voted to authorized paying down our Capital Improvements Loan by 
$10,000 from 3 different accounts (see above info). When you add in 
the February payment of $2,430 on the 25th, we should be able to pay 
off the loan in June or July. 

• Requests for financial support: 

o Benevolence Fund: 

▪ SDAL Childrens and Youth: $300.  

▪ SDAL VAVs (Popcorn Fund): $250. 

▪ 40/8 Nurse Scholarship Fundraiser: $500 

o Americanism Fund: 

▪ Black Hills Area Council ($250) 

▪ Black Hills Sports Inc. annual sponsorship for Post 22 

Baseball ($2,500).  

• Membership (Harris/Dosch): 2025 Membership year starts 1 July = Goal is 548. 
o TAL renewals/new members to date: 519 for 95% of goal 

• New members: 

• Doug Harris (16) 

• Don Dosch (4) 

• Ryan Skjoldal (2) 

• Don Fuller (2) 



• Ernie Sanford (1) 

• Lyle Tolsma (1) 

• Mike Ball (1) 

• Gary Stanley (1) 

• Corby Hall (HG) (1) 

• Transfers In: 10 
o Special membership recognition for Post 22 making over 100% in 2024 

• Cap Pins were presented to the Commander, Adjutant, and Membership 
Chairman. 

• 2025 Go Getter Pins to Harris and Dosch 
o 2025 SAL Goal is 51 

• SAL renewals/new members of 53 for 104% of goal 
o State Commander cap pin recognition/presentations (see the list on separate page). 

Find out if any of these members are in attendance and present the pins. 

• AL Riders Report (Ernie Sanford): Next meeting will be on February 27th at 6:30 P.M. 

o Flag line on January 24th at BHNC.  

o Sponsored a Social at Ft Meade for the Nursing Home in January. 

o Director Fleming and Road Captain Sanford attended Midwinter. 

o Another Social upcoming on the 28th at Ft Meade. There will be piano music. 

o Their meeting will be tomorrow night and the State CC will be there to present his cap 

pins. 

• Honor Guard (R. Skjoldal):   

o Always recruiting new members. Reach out to Ryan or Tony to join.  

o Sexy Bingo at Robbinsdale Bowling Alley for the Month of March.  Mention that you are 

there for Post 22 and they will set aside some of the funds for our Honor Guard. 

o Next meeting will be the of 24th of March at 6:00 P.M. 

• SAL (J. Skala):  

o Still raising money through baseball pools etc. All donated proceeds will be given to 

RCAS for the unpaid school lunches program. 

o Planning another donation to RCAS School lunch program soon. 

• Post 22 Auxiliary Report (T. Fuller): 

o Want to have a Chili Cookoff on March 29th. Still needs to go through the Bar Manager. 

o All year long - West Middle School would like to have Veterans speak to children. Call 

the Principal if you would like to speak.  Dan Conrad is the principal; you can contact him 

at 605-394-4033. 

o Pancake breakfast on the 2nd Sunday of every month.  Next breakfast will be on 9 

March from 8 - 11. Remember to Spring forward that day. 

o Next meeting will be March 25th at 6 P.M. 

• Americanism (D. Harris):  



o The application for 2025 Boys State is now available at 
https://southdakotaboysstate.org/ 

• Currently have 12 boys signed up for 2025 session. Interviews begin this coming 
Saturday morning. 

• Announcing 2 additional $500 scholarships for our Boys State Competition. Post 
22 already awards $1,000 to the boy with the highest number of points and now 
Doug Harris will personally offer $500 scholarships to the 2nd and 3rd place 
winners. There is no additional financial obligation on the Post.   

o Oratorical Contest.  

• The State competition took place on 16 February at 1030…at Midwinter in 
Oacoma. Blixa Broussard came in 2nd, losing by only 1 point to the winner. 

• He will receive $750 in scholarship money from Post 22 when he graduates from 
H.S. 

• FYI: He has received offers of admission from at least 2 Ivy League 
Universities. 

• Athletic Officer (Lyle Tolsma): The following information was provided: 
o Baseball registration started January 1st, and season ticket sales will follow right after 

that. We are up to 5 teams this year. 
o Post 22 will be hosting the Jr. Class A State Tournament this coming year (2025) and 

they were also awarded the Sr. Class A Stater Tournament for 2026. 
o We are attempting to get the 2026 and 2027 National Regional Tournaments here in 

Rapid City. 
o As the Chairman of the Athletic Commission, he thanked everyone for their support. 
o The VFW teams are having problems with that organization, so about 30 of those teams 

will be joining the American Legion teams. 
o Still dealing with the problems that took place at Mitchell SD. 
o This is the 100th year of Legion Baseball which started in Milbank SD. The National 

Commander wants to have a special tournament in Milbank SD where Legion BB 
started.  There will be teams from several of the surrounding states.  Everyone is invited. 
Unsure of the exact dates at this point. 

• Chaplain (K. Donnell):  
o Deaths and Sick Call:  

• Deaths: None 

• Sick Call: Nothing to report. 

• Post Everlasting ceremony will be held on March 23rd at 1 P.M.  We will be 
recognizing 7 members who’ve passed away. 

• Post Service Officer (H. Rossander): Nothing to report. 

• Old Business: 

o Facility update – Nothing to report. 

o Hi Top tables & Chairs installed (4) (Decker):  
o The 106th Legion Birthday party will be held on March 22nd, 2025 starting at 12 Noon, 

and the Post Everlasting ceremony will be held on March 23rd, 2025 starting at 1 P.M.  

• New Business: 
o No new business.  

• Good of The American Legion (Any member):  

https://southdakotaboysstate.org/


o Military Appreciation Night at RC Rush on 1 March. They need 45 volunteers to hold up 
the American Flag. If you would like to assist, contact Ryan Skjoldal after the meeting or 
call him at 605-877-6874. Show up time is 5 P.M.  Several members volunteered during 
the meeting (Ernie Sanford/John and Jane Fleming/Tony Anable/etc). 

o DAV representative Speirs info: Ms. Speirs was unable to attend the meeting, so the 
information below is all I have…no additional explanation available if it is confusing. 

• -My Healthyvet (VA) - good through the end of March 
-Check your VA ID cards for an expiration date - can only get new cards at Ft. 
Meade or Hot Springs VA 
-DAV is open Monday - Friday 11-3 for free VA claims, and first Saturday of every 
month 9-11.  No appointment necessary.  Please allow at least 1 hour to do 
paperwork. 
-PVA fishing tournament in Chamberlain May 22 & 23. 
-DAV raffle tickets 2nd and 4th Saturdays in March, and 2nd Saturday in April 10-
3 at BH Harley.  24 prizes - all cash ranging from $100 to $500.  Tickets are 1 for 
$5, 3 for $10.  Proceeds go to the DAV transportation program. 
-DAV Information Fair May 17, 2025, 9-3 at Post 22.  40 vendors will be 
present.  We will have service officers present to do VA claims. 
-Commissary sidewalk sale May 16 & May 17. 

o Volunteer Opportunities (Harris) 

• Gardening for the Post (John Rankin) 

• I am still looking for a couple of members to create a group that can 
help to keep the weeds under control and possibly plant some 
Perennials.  Hoping to get 3 or 4 members to create a “Grounds 
Committee”.  You would take turns working to keep the weeds under 
control.  John will be the Chairman/Scheduler.  Please contact John at 
517-927-3956, or email at jsrank@sbcglobal.net   

• Last Man Standing Club (Don Fuller) 

• 40/8 Banquet on March 7th for Nurses Training Scholarship. Contact Don Fuller 
for tickets. $50 per ticket. Semi-formal dress code.  

• Election of new officers.  Nominations will start at the March meeting and then 
the election is in April. If you are considering running for an office, you should 
be in attendance at the March meeting (March 19th). 

• Adjournment: at 7 pm.  A social hour followed. 

mailto:jsrank@sbcglobal.net

